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- The basic assumption in SLA research is that learners create a language system, known as an (Dinterlanguage
(IL). This concept validates learners’ speech, not as a deficit system, that is, a language filled with random errors, but

- as a system of its own with its own structure. This system is cOmpOSed of numerous elements, not the least of which

are elements from the native language and the target language. @There are also elements in the IL that do not have

their origin in either the native language or the target language. These latter are called new forms and are the empirical

essence of interlanguage. What is important is that the learners themselves impose structure on the available linguistic
data and formulate an internalized system. Central to the concept of interlanguage is the concept of fossilization,
- which geherally refers to the cessation of learning. The Random House Dictionary of the English Language defines

| fossilization of a lingUistic form, feature, rule, and so forth in the follbwing way: “to become permanently established
in the mterlanguage of a second language learner in a form that is deviant from the tatget-language norm and that

continues to appear in performance regardless of further exposure to the target language.”

Susan M. Gass & Larry Selinker. 2008. Seoond Language Acquisition: An Introductory Course, p. 141253,



