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What meaning is to be ascribed to this separation between a

handaxe and a non-handaxe line? Why was this implement so -

much appreciated by some, and unknown to or rejected by others ?
It might well be thought — and this is an often expressed point of
view — that this is only a matter of different aspects of one and the
same culture, corresponding to different activities. But how then
are we to explain the fact that over by far the greatest part of Asia,

and even of eastern Europe, there are no handaxes at all? (see
figure 47). This cannot be due to environment, since both types were

~going to prosper in the most varied surroundings from periglacial

to subtropical, and would seem to have ensured the survival of
their makers as successfully in the one case as in the other. And
what special activities could there have been in Europe and Africa

- which were unknown in Asia? Raw material does not enter into it,

for there are handaxes of limestone, of quartz, of various volcanic
rocks, and even of granite. It would certainly look as though we are

“dealing with two different cultural lines; and this is no doubt a first

sign of that cultural inertia by reason of which man does not

“change his way of life except under the threat of the worst possible

conditions or the impetus of exceptional events or individuals.

F. Bordes (1968) The Old Stone Age. (Translated by J. E. Anderson.) World University Libraxy.
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