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‘ ONE OF the first principles of equity, learned by everyone in
earliest childhood, is that if there is one piece of cake that two
" people must share, the person who does the cutting should not
do the choosing. This principle rests on the assumption that
" people are self-interested and that, if the cutter is also the
chooser, he or she will not be so careful about—lndeed may
~ deliberately avoid—cutting pieces of equal size.

In his novel, 4 Bend in the River, V. S. Naipaul describes
the colonial experience in the following terms:

- The Europeans wanted gold and slaves, like everybody else; but at
the same time they wanted statues put up to themselves as people
~ who had done good things for the slaves. Being an intelligent and
energetic people, and at the peak of their powers, they could express

~ both sides of their civilization; and they got both the slaves and the

statues.

What both of these cases have in common is a recognition
that, where power is unevenly distributed, where cutter can
- also be chooser, a degree of imbalance or inequity is likely to
result. Someone is going to get more. This is also the point

Edward W. Said makes, on an eplstomologlcal level, in hls;
recent critique of the assumptions underlying Western study

~ of Middle Eastern history and culture. There is no simple one-

to-one correspondence, Said tells us, between knowledge and ' :

truth, between reality and the ways in which reality is repre--

sented. For “all representations, because they are representa-,

~ tions, are embedded first in the language and then in the .
culture, institutions, and political ambience of the represent-

’ All representations of reality must, in short, also be mis- -
representations, a form of intellectual dominion exercised by :

the knower over the known.

Paul A Cohen. (1984) D_iscover‘ing History in China.

Columbla Umvers:ty Press
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