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We are proud to present this book as the inaugural volume in a new
Japanese Studies series. It is a collection of the papers presented at
the International Symposium ‘“How to Learn: Nippon/Japan as Object,
Nippon/Japan as Method,” held on 29-30 October 2015 at the University
of Florence. While offering a breathtaking array of scholarship on
Japan and its connections with the world, the symposium also marked
the formation of the Hasekura League for Japanese Studies. Reflecting
the diversity of the League’s membership and its goals, the works
contained herein represent scholarship from a variety of disciplines
and specialities united by a common concern with Japan and its place
in global studies.

We envision this series as a forum to offer the latest and best research
and scholarship on Japanese Studies from the Hasekura League and its
affiliates. The League is at an exciting point in its development, with
a series of meetings scheduled in 2017 and preparations underway for
future publications in this series. Moving forward in pursuit of its goals
of promoting integrated and interdisciplinary collaboration in pursuit
of a new direction in Japanese Studies, we hope that the Hasekura
League will become a leading force in international scholarship.

September, 2016
The Editors





