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Sir, I may not pass out of this good house without thanks on your behalf to God,

and on mine to you, nor without memory of her Majesty, to whom it appeareth
this goodly, perfect, though not perfected work is consecrated . . . I came yesterday

in the afternoon to your house with Sir Walter Mildmay, who came with very good

will to visit this house. I was first met on the way . . . with a great multitude of your
gentlemen and servants, all showing themselves, as by your direction, glad of my

coming. But approaching to the house, being led by a large, long, straight, fair way, I
found a great magnificence in the front or front pieces of the house, and so every part

answerable to other, to allure liking. I found no one thing of greater grace than your

stately ascent from your hall to your great chamber; and your chambers answerable
with largeness and lightsomeness, that truly 2 Momus could find no fault. I visited all

your rooms high and low, and only the contentation of mine eyes made me forget
the infirmity of my legs. And where you were wont to say it was a young Theobalds,

truly Theobalds I like as my own; but I confess it is not so good as a model to a work,
less than a pattern, and no otherwise worthy in any comparison than a foil. God send
us both long to enjoy her for whom we both meant to exceed our purses in these

... From a monument of her Majesty’s bountifulness to a thankful servant: that is,
from Holdenby, Queen Elizabeth’s memory, by Sir Christopher Hatton, her faithful

servant and counsellor.

10 August 1579
Yours most assuredly,

W. Burghley

(Hi#8)  Archer, Ian W, and F. Douglas Price (eds), English Historical Documents, vol. V (A)

- (London and New York, 2011), pp. 291-292.
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