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Epilogue: a bedtime story for archaeologists

Once upon a time, 9,000 years ago in the Belgian Campine, a group of hunter-gatherers
had established their camp on an old sand dune that rose above an area of marshes and
woods. One day, a member of this group, a right-hander, walked a little way away from
his habitation, built a fire, sat down beside it and began to make some tools. Some of
these tools he made from blanks he had brought with him. He also brought along some
cobbles of flint on which he prepared some platforms and struck from them a number of
blanks which he retouched into tools. Using all of these tools, he began boring, graving
and scraping bone and antler. While he was at work another member of the group, a
left-hander, sat down beside him next to the fire. This left hander had brought with him
a previously prepared core from which he now struck several elegant blanks and re-
touched them into tools. He also began boring and graving bone. After working for some
time the left-hander departed, taking his core with him. The right-hander also left,
taking with him a few tools, some blanks and one prepared core. He walked back to his
habitation perhaps because the light had failed, or perhaps because supper was ready and
the family was waiting (or not waiting). There in due course he gave his bone objects
their finishing touches and decoration.

D.C. Cahen and L. H. Keely (1880) Not Less Than Two, Not More Than Three. World Archaeology, 12-2, pp.166-180
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