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Museum Anthropology
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Cultural Anthropology(Advanced Seminar) I
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Cultural Anthropology (Advanced Seminar) Il
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Native American Literature

2. Course Title (IZZ¥EAR) :
Native American Literature

3. BEOHBLHE !
This course will explore the lives and culture of Native Americans in the United States as it has been expressed
through literature. We will begin with transcribed oral narratives and continue into the oratories, essays, and
memoirs that capture the devastating conflicts of “contact” between Native tribes and European and U.S.
populations. The predominance of the course, however, will focus on the contemporary voices of Native Americans
writing today, following the “Native American Renaissance” of the 1960s and 1970s. Here, we will discover the
ongoing efforts by many Native authors to both express and celebrate their inherited cultural traditions, as
well as convey an identity and voice that is very much at home in the contemporary United States—and in the
global community

4. FEHOBEAE :

To understand the diverse histories and cultures of Native Americans, as represented in oral tradition;

To understand the consequences of European contact and U.S. conquest of Native American tribes;

To recognize the misrepresentations of Native Americans in popular culture;

Ll -

To acknowledge and understand the ongoing traditions, diverse everyday lives, and contemporary contributions
of Native Americans today

5. BEDONE - TILLEETE !

1. Introductions & Opening Conversation

II. Imagining Native America Today: Clichés & Controversies
II1. Origin Stories

1Vv. Cautionary Tales & Trickster Tales

V. European Contact

VI. Conquest & Displacement

VII. Re—-Education & Assimilation: Boarding Schools
VIII. The Native American Renaissance: Part I

IX. The Native American Renaissance: Part I1

X. “Wisdom Sits in Places:” Landscape & Identity

XI. Pop Culture Indians: Misrepresentations

XII. The Next Generation: Overview of Contemporary Native Writers

XIII. Louise Erdrich
XIV. Sherman Alexie
XV. Student Presentations: Native America Abroad

6. RURRAMES S
Mini written responses (20%); Presentations (25%); Participation (25%); Final short essay (30%

7. BREBLUSEE
All required texts will be made available at the beginning of the course, either digitally or as handouts

8. ERMNEE :
Students are required to read designated material in advance and to prepare for their active participation in
the discussion. As assigned, students are required to prepare for their own presentations. Additionally, please
note that all instruction, discussion, and office hours will be conducted in English. Most readings will also be
in English, although occasional Japanese—language translations may be available.
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