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East and West in Medieval and Renaissance Cartography:

Research on the basis of Japanese prints and printed books
in Dutch Public Collections (Leiden University, Modern

Volkskunde:Prof Matthi Forrer)  in English

Representation of England and Japan in Vatican Map Loggia

(Utrecht University:Assistant Prof Natalia Petrovskaia) in

Japanese
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(6/The Sicken Body of the Nation (University of Roma 'La

Sapienza':Prof Marco Del Bene) in English

Sharing Dreams of Asia as a "Community of the Imagination
(Dvia Skype (University of Roma'La Sapienza') in English

(5)A New View of Rembrandt's Etching The Shell(B159)

(Tohoku University:Prof Akihiro Ozaki) in English
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Introduction

In 1642 Rembrandt's beloved wife Sakia died. The latter half of the 1640s was
also a time of decreased artistic production for Rembrandt. His immediate
surrondings and his love / hate relationship with Geertje Dircx,the widow who
lived with him as his infant son Titus's wet nurse,meant that his home life was
hectic. The interactions with Geertje eventually ended in 1650. That year
Rembrandt produced his etchings of a shell. Shells with their exotic air;these rare
shells brought to Europe from oveseas were the objects of undying fascination

for the collectors of the time.

It seems that it is a human trait for artists to focus on new forms and ideas that
could enrich and enliven their own arts. The art works born from such
"dialogues”, whether intended by the artists or not,are etched with the memories
of a single period. Rembrandt's The Shell was the product of the imagination
regarding far off Asia, as it occurred in 17th century Holland, long before the
development of the imperialist concept that would become all the more striking

from the 18th century onwards. The existence of a "community of the

imagination'regarding a longed for land comes to mind.
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