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Abstract

This is a paper presented as a text of keynote lecture on the occasion of the academic
conference "Modernization Process of Korean-Japanese Traditional Thought under
Critical Reflections" organized by the Wonkwang University Research Institute of
Religious Affairs. Accordingly, the emphasis is put upon tracing the author’s personal
pathways to construct and develop his critical discourse as regards the problem of
"being traditional and being modern" throughout nearly 70 years of his continuous
research activity for innovative elucidation. Whereas the modernity theory is concerned
with the broader view of history, civilizational strategy design, and paradigmatic review
of ways of questioning and answering, it happens for concerned researchers to notify
that a spontaneous intuition or inspiration in daily life corner can make sense
qualitatively enough to produce an invention. Therefore, the paper introduces, besides
the informational data of research materials/methods/results, some factual images of
accidental trivial but noteworthy events and observations specifically relevant to
motivation of interest, hint of ideas, and correlation among specialists’ circles.

In this paper, Part I "Tradition to open Modernity, a Case Study" demonstrates that
the formation of the philosophy and behavior of Satyagraha as a human rights struggle
fought by Indian residents in South Africa in the beginning of the 20th century was
based on the ethical norms of ancient India, and that the residing Indian Muslims’
prominently active participation in it and their active role to support Mahatma
Gandhi’s guidance enhanced further the universal significance of modernity in the
movement. Part Il "World History Scheme of Traditional Modernity in Future Design"
tries to confirm that the core of the ‘modernity’ problem consists in what the author calls
‘Super-modernity’ based upon tawhid, a networking way of thinking, and its
socialization and globalization process since the 7th century AC, which have been
recognized, along with the author’s career and his concern in progress, on such bases as
(1) the study on Islamic modernity initiated as a critique of Western modernity, (2) a
diagnosis of Western modernity’s malignant tumor that took place in the course of
modernity’s formation under the networking effect of Islamic civilization, having been
spreading worldwide and bringing on the actual death agony of Euramarico- centered
world order, (3) proof finding works over the common logic and task consciousness

between Huayan (Hwaeom) Buddhism / Neo-Confucianism and Islam. Thus, the new
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era of Super-modernity (including the societies of Europe and the USA, of course) is
emerging after the recent 300 to 400 years’ marginalization, submergence, subversion,
and perseverance under the yoke of the sick Western hegemony worldwide. Its sign is
the start of Muwatin Revolution (New Citizens’ Revolution; muwatin is an Arabic word
for citizen) in 2011, that was a globalized phenomenon of non-violent uprisings by
satyagrahi citizens. In the final analysis, the author arrives at the conclusion that
human beings should be aware of the urgent task to revive and revitalize
Super-modernity by excavating and rediscovering Super-modernity in the depth of
Tradition.

Although this paper is, as mentioned earlier, surveying the trajectory of the author's
researches, the original work points to be publicized for the first time here are the
following four items.

1. Evaluation of Muslims’ role in Satyagraha Movement in South Africa.

2. Comprehensive enumeration and listing of Issue-items in (a) Islamic modernity; (b)
Syndrome of Western modernity; (c) Features of transversal commonalities between
Huayan philosophy and Islamic tawhid; (4) Features of mutual resonance between
Neo-Confucianism and Islamic tawhid.

3. Proposition of a theoretical scheme that the posture of resistance anchoring at
traditional thought resources on hand to fight against imperialist colonialism tends to
resort to the rebirth of Super-modernity.

4. Proposal of a project framework called "Normative Future History."
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Variant Shape of Family
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X 4

AREA n P: a force to maintain

and to reproduce
hierarchical system
of discrimination

Q : a national movement
to overcome multi-
layered discrimination
and to acquire
solidarity bond

R : a reactive wedge of
nationalism to secure
the political and
ideological control of
the national formation
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Dynamics of Identity Choosing
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X 6

Moral Spiral to be Enriched by Dialogue
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